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Study Abroad Fair Helps
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Students Expand Their Horizons

Fights Academic

By MARCIA BARRAN

Baruch’s Early Learning
Center Looking To Move
Into A New Space
3

Student Wants To Create
A Sense Of Community
In The Baruch Campus

Students wishing to expand their horizons by
exploring education and new cultures overseas
made their way to the Fall 2003 Study Abroad
Fair last Thursday, September 18. The event,
sponsored by the Weissman Center for
International Business, was hosted in the 14
floor conference center of the Vertical Campus.
Interested and informed students were dispersed at stations that were set up and manned
by representatives from Baruch College and
other collegiate institutions from around New
York from around the world.
Amongst those colleges and universities that
were represented at the event were other
CUNY schools such as Brooklyn College,
offering a program abroad in Ghana, the
College of Staten Island, offering opportunities
in China, and Hunter College, offering options
for study in places like Cuba, Hawaii,
Argentina and Florence. State universities such
as SUNY Oswego, SUNY Albany and SUNY
New Paltz were also present. Institutions such
the American University in Cairo offering a

Dishonesty
By KATHLENE BURKE

Baruch student Jennifer Kong meets with a
recruiter from BMCC’s Italy Program.
(Photo/ Aaron Siegel)

program in Egypt, and the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem offering options in Israel were
also on hand to provide students with an overseas perspective.

See ENGLAND, Page 2
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Despite recent increases in tuition for thousands of students who attend the City
University of New York, the latest figures show
an overall rise in enrollment of 2.4 percent this
semester as compared to last year. On the contrary, Baruch College stands as one of three
exceptions, experiencing a decline of less than
one percent.
“We set a new goal for enrollment this year,”
said James Murphy, of the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions and Financial Aid.
Murphy added that officials at Baruch College
have in fact set a goal to reduce its enrollment
numbers within the past few years. “The college did not believe it had the resources to handle more students.”
The total combined undergraduate and graduate enrollment for the Fall 2001 semester was
15,744 while in Fall 2002 it dropped to 15,394.
Figures have slumped again this year as total
enrollment for the current semester is roughly
estimated at 15,200 with numbers subject to
change within the coming weeks.
“The largest part of the decline [this semester] is at the graduate level,” said John Elliott,
Dean of the Zicklin School of Business.
He noted that two things could characterize
this reduction in graduate enrollment: a higher
total tuition bill and the fact that international
students comprise a large part of the Baruch
graduate population.
Under the new tuition guidelines a full-time
graduate student who is also a New York State
resident, can now pay from $2,720 to $3,750
per semester in tuition. Non-resident graduate
students face rates between $425 and $555 per
credit.
During the Fall 2002 semester, 197 new graduate students were admitted, while the amount
for the current semester in the same category
dropped to 132. However, most of the decline
this year is attributed to the group of continuing
graduate international students, which fell from
543 in Fall 2002 to 439 in Fall 2003 – a
decrease of almost 20 percent.
Murphy abandoned the notion of any major
effect the new tuition rates and tighter immigration laws may have had on international student enrollment.

“Right now there is no real evidence, there is
nothing concrete to back that up,” he said.
He added that as more information surfaces
later on in the semester a possible correlation
between tuition, immigration laws and enrollment might arise.
“The other group slightly down is re-admits,”
said Elliott. A re-admit or reentering student is
someone who left the school for a period of
time and is returning. “It’s hard to speculate
why that group is down,” said Elliott, citing
that it may have been for academic reasons.
Newer, more rigorous academic entrance
standards are yet another factor to incorporate
when considering the lower enrollment rates.
“It’s much more difficult to get into Baruch
now that it has ever been,” said Murphy.
“Baruch has the highest average SAT of any of
the senior colleges.”
The average SAT score necessary to be
accepted into Baruch College is now 1100
while the grade-point entrance average stands
at 85.8.
Additionally, more stringent standards now
employed by the Zicklin School of Business
make it tougher for would-be BBA students to
declare a business major or take upper-level
business courses. Beginning with those students who entered Baruch College in Fall 2001,
it is mandated that all entering business students complete and average a minimum grade
point average of 2.25 in certain pre-business
requisites. This semester, the rules have
extended for the first time to include all business students, even transfers, re-entering, and
continuing students.
The mandatory Zicklin pre-business courses
consist of: Accountancy 2101, CIS 2200,
Economics 1001, Economics 1002, English
2100,
Law
1101,
Mathematics
2201/2206/2207/2610 or their equivalents,
Statistics 2000, and either Communication
Studies 1010 or English 2150. The new standards also demand the completion of a minimum of 45 credits with an overall GPA of 2.25
or higher.
“Between 50 and 75 incoming transfer students came into Baruch this year without hav-
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In a research study performed by Donald L.
McCabe of Rutgers University, it was found
that: “On most campuses, over 75 percent of
students admit to some cheating.”
In a 1999 survey of 2,100 students on 21 campuses across the country, about one-third of the
participating students admitted to serious test
cheating and half admitted to one or more
instances of serious cheating on written assignments.
Academic integrity is a serious topic that has
been receiving more attention in the news, the
business community, and at Baruch College.
Ronald Aaron, Associate Dean of Students and
Dennis Slavin, Associate Provost created a student academic integrity task force. The taskforce will bring a students perspective to the
issue and will tackle some of the problems that
arise from academic dishonesty.
The committee consists of undergraduate students, Jennifer Bartlett, Joanne Wong, and
Shazana Zumpfe and Kathy Low, working sideby-side with graduate students Dov Berger,
Vanessa Cohon, and Mathew Elsner.
“You represent your school. I want Baruch to
be synonymous with integrity,” said Chee
Meng Low, an alumnus, who shared his experiences working with the taskforce.
The student taskforce has been meeting biweekly to draft a student guide to academic
integrity for the students, by the students.
Previous literature regarding academic integrity
was considered outdated and wordy. The new
pamphlet was designed as an introduction for
students who are not familiar with college policy. The taskforce aims to distribute this draft to
as many students and through as many venues
as is possible.
“The best way to combat academic dishonesty
is to communicate about it clearly,” said Slavin,
whose office works with that of the Dean of
Students on academic integrity issues.
“Members of the faculty and the administration
need to insure that students understand that academic dishonesty utterly undermines our basic
mission: building knowledge and critical thinking skills.”
Each member of the taskforce wrote a section
of the pamphlet, after which the group collectively edited and revised it.
“The student efforts this summer in drafting a
student academic integrity brochure have reaffirmed that students themselves have a great
deal of concern about the development of a
strategic plan to find ways to change how the
Baruch College community collectively
addresses this complex problem,” said Aaron.
The taskforce will soon release the pamphlet
for discussion by students and faculty. The
Department of Black & Hispanic Studies,
Political Science, History, English, Fine and
Performing Arts, Modern Languages and
Comparative Literature have already scheduled
forums to discuss a wide variety of academic
integrity issues. Similar meetings took place
last spring with Law, Accountancy, Natural
Sciences, Management, and the library.
Student forums will be scheduled later this
semester. The academic honesty statement can
be viewed at http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html.

2

THE TICKER NEWS SEPTEMBER 15, 2003

3

THE TICKER NEWS SEPTEMBER 22, 2003

Tuition Hike, Enrollment
Standards Are Factors
Affecting Enrollment

Early Learning Center Looks For
More Square Footage
By KATHLENE BURKE

Continued from front
ing fully met the requirements to be in
Zicklin,” said Elliott.
In order to alleviate their situations, these
students were enrolled in courses they needed
in order to take a full course schedule.
Another factor that may have an impact on
future applicants is a rise in the CUNY application fee, from $40 to $50, effective next
spring. The new application fee will be higher
than the $45 needed to apply to Pace
University, and slightly less than the $55 needed to apply to New York University, both private institutions.
“CUNY is changing the way they’re allocating money,” Murphy said, referencing new
guidelines the system has adopted when determining how much funding an institution will
receive. “Before it was based on tradition.
Now it’s based more on enrollment or headcount.”
Murphy indicated that the new fund allocation guidelines would encourage Baruch to put
much effort into reversing its dropping enrollment numbers.
Undergraduate enrollment for the Fall 2003
semester is currently estimated at 12,400. It
has more or less hovered at this figure since
last fall.
Final matriculation figures are yet to emerge
as many students are still in the process of
dropping courses.
The other two schools that had declines in
their enrollment besides Baruch College were
York College and the New York City College
of Technology.
“With slight declines here at the graduate
level and growth at other CUNY institutions
its nice to see that people continue to see the
education value of CUNY,” said Elliott. “For a
New York State resident it continues to be a
cost way to get an education.”

All CUNY Students
Required to Fill Out
Meningitis Forms
By WESLEY GRIFFIN
In response to Governor George Pataki’s New
York State Public Health Law NYS PHL 2167
which states that institutions, including colleges
and universities, are required to distribute information about meningitis and the vaccinations to
students, the Health Center of Baruch College
is asking that students simply read, acknowledge, and return the form.
On August 29 Dr. Carl Krischner, Director of
Student Medical Services at Baruch College,
addressed the student body with regards to the
Meningococcal Meningitis Information and
Response Form that is required for all Baruch
College students to complete.
“Students need to be aware that it is not
mandatory to actually get the vaccine. Rather,
this is more of an initiative to help Baruch
College to students become aware of the conditions of what is commonly known as meningitis,” said Kirschner.
The law originally came in existence to help
New York State universities and colleges that
provide dormitory and student housing with a
better means of keeping students living together in safe and disease-free environments.
Commuter schools such as Baruch College had
originally asked to be exempt from the law, but
the New York State Department of Health did
not allow for this exemption.
“Students should not inconvenience themselves with getting the vaccine, the purpose is
awareness,” said Krischner.
As of right now, CUNY does not administer
the vaccine but it is available to students
through the New York State Department of
Health. Students have two options: to read, fill
out, sign and return the acknowledgement form,
or they can provide the Health Center with
proof that they have received the
Meningococcal Meningitis vaccination. The
form must be completed by October 1.
Students should also be aware that the meningitis form acknowledgment does not fulfill the
requirement for the Measles Mumps and
Rubella Vaccine (MMR), which is a requirement for admission to Baruch.To download the
new form required for all students please go to
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/campus/.

In 1990, Debra Bick-Dugan created the Early
Learning Center at Baruch College to help students with children. In the first year the center
was located in a small office and only six children attended. More than a decade later the center has moved to its current location on 19
Street and Third Avenue and consists of two
floors with five play areas.
However after the move business really
picked up and today there is a need for a waiting list for parents wishing to place their children in the center.
“Currently there are openings, but it they
won’t last long,” says Anne Austin, Director of
the Early Learning Center.
Sixteen student parents graduated last May
leaving openings. The center offers affordable
and convenient licensed childcare for Baruch
graduate and undergraduate students enrolled
full or part-time. The center can usually
accommodate up to 45 families, depending on
how many children are present at one time.
“It’s a great service, without this, I wouldn’t
be able to go to school,” says Mercilee Dixon,
an undergraduate student parent, whose child is
enrolled in the Early Learning Center.
The center emphasizes social skills and con-

ducts a wide variety of learning activities.
“It is important for children to be helped with
their social skills. We place a high value on
that,” said Austin.
There are many activities to participate in;
often there is more than one activity at one
time. Children are encouraged to paint, make
music, sculpt and perform dramatic play. In
addition to indoor activities, the children spend
time outdoors at least once a day and more, if
staff permits.
In the past, the majority of the classes held
were on 22 Street, so the 19 Street location did
not pose much of an inconvenience. However,
now that Baruch conducts the majority of its
classes in the Vertical Campus, the center is
hoping to move into the 17 Lexington building
on 23 Street, once their lease agreement concludes in June 2006.
“We could really use more space,” said
Austin.
Austin would like to expand their services to
younger children, which would require a separate license from the New York City
Department of Health, Division of Childcare.
Currently they are licensed for 30 children aged
two and a half to five years, but having younger
children requires more square footage per child.

England, Korea, Cairo Are Some Countries
Hosting Baruch Students This Semester
Continued from front
“I’m grateful that we have these fairs here,”
said Anna Pilsova, a senior who has studied in
Spain. “It gives us a great opportunity to
explore other countries and their cultures.”
Pilsova, who cherished her past experience
abroad, intends to spend the upcoming winter
intercession in Italy.
“The representatives were very informative,”
said Ann Marie Bibawy, a freshman who would
like to pursue studies at the American
University in Cairo. “They were able to identify all of the benefits of studying abroad.”
“I want to go to either Italy or Spain because
I want to see how the education system is in
another country, so I can say I have had another experience outside the United States and get
credit for it at the same time.” said Lidin
Rancier, a junior. “I want to have stories to tell
my grandchildren.”
“More students went away this semester,”
said Dr. Richard Brody, Coordinator for Baruch
College’s Study Abroad Program. “All the
other [representatives] from other schools find
Baruch students impressive.”
This year, 32 Baruch students are studying in
other countries. There are five students at
Oxford University, England; six students studying in France; two studying in Korea; and others who are abroad in locations like Cairo,
Rome and Sweden.
Although different programs have varying
requirements, study abroad opportunities are
not limited only to upperclassmen at Baruch.
Depending on the course load and classes
offered at the host university, some institutions
allow freshman students to experience foreign
studies.
“I’m happy to see that even freshman students can study abroad,” said Galina Reznick, a
freshman who wants to study in Spain.
As Baruch students have the opportunity to go
abroad, foreign students also have the opportunity to spend a semester at Baruch. Sitting at
the Baruch College table was Jamie Kim, who
is studying abroad this semester here at Baruch
College.
“Baruch is very nice. It’s state-of-the-art,”
said Kim. A senior from Yonsei University, in
Seoul, Korea, she is currently taking courses in
Corporate Finance, Future Markets, Music and
Statistics. Kim pegs her experience thus far at
Baruch as “interesting.” “The professor welcomes questions in class, but there are many
assignments.”
Students who have already immersed themselves in the study abroad experience were on
hand to share their insights.
Wan Tam, is a senior who recently returned
from Shanghai, China, where she studied at
Fudan University.
“I stayed there for eight months although the

program was only five months,” said Tam. She
enjoyed her experience so much that she decided to spend an extra three months there just to
travel around the country. “I met students from
all around the world.”
Financial aid is available to those who qualify. Among numerous types of grants and scholarship opportunities offered through various
organizations, New York State federal programs such as TAP and PELL will accommodate expenses in some cases.
Another accessible source of financial assistance is the STOCS grant, sponsored by CUNY.
Application for this award requires an application, transcript, personal statement and a letter
of recommendation.
AIESEC, (Association Internationale des
Etudiants en Sciences Economiques et
Commerciales) an organization at Baruch, was
present at the fair.
“We are a non-profit organization that provides paid internships abroad in all majors
except law and medicine,” said Andreea Ursu,
an AIESEC Work Abroad Coordinator and

“I want to see how the
education system is in
another country”
Baruch student. “We intend to promote cultural
understanding abroad.”
Internships provided by AIESEC can last
from two to 18 months. The organization,
which has 37 chapters throughout the United
States, has placed 50,000 applicants in over 87
countries worldwide in corporations such as
American Express, Kraft, and Kimberly-Clark.
Travel grants sponsored by the Weissman
Center for International Business are also available.
“The turnout has been a steady stream,” said
Margaret Reich, a representative from SUNY
Albany. “The students here are interested and
well informed. It’s certainly worth the time and
expense I took to get here.”
Reich, who was overwhelmed with questions
from students regarding whether winter intercession programs were offered through SUNY
Albany said she would communicate these
requests to her colleagues so that some type of
program may be implemented during that
break.
”[The fair] was very informative and I’m
happy to say that I’m going to Hawaii in
January,” said Claudia Martinez, a senior.
This year, Baruch College continues to offer
study abroad options in various countries such
as England, France, Germany, Israel, Korea,
Mexico, India and Sweden.

Andrea Nierenberg
Teaches Students
to Network
By AARON SIEGEL
Andrea Nierenberg known as the “queen of
networking” and author of Nonstop
Networking, spoke to 100 assembled Baruch
College students on September 18. Nierenberg
helped students prepare for the September 19
Career Day at Baruch College.
Nierenberg heads the Nierenberg Consulting
Group, appears on numerous television shows,
radio programs and serves as a contributor to
business publications as well being an adjunct
professor of Marketing at New York University.
She has worked as a consultant in 22 different
countries.

“The initial impression
that an perspective
employee gives at a job
fair is the most
important.”
She insisted that all those job applicants who
are seeking employment prepare themselves
before they meet with the companies they are
interested in working for.
“The first important step in looking for a job
is to visit a company’s website,” said
Nierenberg.
Nierenberg focused on the impressions that a
perspective employee would make on an
employer at a job fair.
“The initial impression that an prospective
employee gives at a job fair is the most important. A prospective worker must look a
recruiter in the eye and give them a firm handshake,” she said. “A dead fish handshake doesn’t help you get the job.”
Nierenberg encouraged students to demonstrate strong and confident body language when
talking to a recruiter. She mentioned a study
that stated 55 percent of a successful interview
involves visual communication, 38 percent
depends on the voice that a perspective employee uses and seven percent involves the words
that come out of the person’s mouth during an
interview.
She insisted that internships are key and learning how to be successful in an internship helps
fellow students.
“The key to networking is getting quickly
acquainted with the recruiter by showing good
body language,” she said. “The best way to
acquaint yourself with an employer is to
demonstrate honesty, giving the employee a
competitive edge.”
She went on to note that the most important
steps in meeting with a recruiter are submitting
a cover letter with a resume, making a good
impression on a job recruiter and writing a
thank you note.
The event was co-sponsored by the Golden
Key International Honour Society, Phi Eta
Sigma, the Career Development Center, the
Dominican Students Organization and the
Weissman Center for International Business.
“Our first meeting was such a success and we
hope that students get the right impression,”
said Nimisha Dave, President of Golden Key.
“I hope that the speaker helped students make
strides for a game plan for a great follow up,”
said Beth Miller of the Weissman Center for
International Business.

Andrea Nierenberg advises Baruch students
on how they should conduct themselves at
a career fair. (Photo/Aaron Siegel)
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THE BARUCH COLLEGE HEALTH CENTER
presents

FREE ASSESSMENTS AND SCREENINGS
vision

and hearing tests
height and weight measurements
fat analysis
blood pressure screenings
and more
DATE:

Tuesday - September 23, 2003

TIME:

3:00 - 7:00 PM

LOCATION:

Vertical Campus - 2nd floor
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The N is For Niagara Down in Alphabet City
By MICHAEL POLYAK
Located in the gritty East Side neighborhood
of Alphabet City, Niagara is a bar with plenty of
character. The exterior looks (undoubtedly on
purpose) shabby and rundown and the interior
décor doesn’t do anything to dispel that notion.
It is however one of the trendiest places in the
city.
Forever packed with single men and women
it is the premier destination for singles looking
to hook-up. The music is picked by a DJ but is
not the typical club/house/pop one would normally hear at most other places. Indy punk
bands are the norm here. Liking the music is
not a requirement to have a drink but it is recommended in order to get the most out of it.
Bands like The Strokes normally come here
for a drink with 300 of their closest friends. In
classic New York fashion no one seems to
notice their presence and that is the overall
charm of this sexy little joint. The point is to be
noticed without noticing and to ostensibly feign
ignorance whilst noticing someone else.
The crowd is an easy-going mix of twentysomething professionals, so it is advisable not
to admit to being anything less then in law
school – “Hi, I’m working on my bachelor’s at
Baruch,” earns a night-long cold shoulder. Face
it, no one wants to talk to (much less hook-up
with) someone that they consider an intellectu-

Let’s say you went to the pet store, a breeder,
or a shelter and you got a puppy. You bring him
home and put him on the floor. What now? You
can’t really accomplish much with a staring
contest. Rule number one: you need to get all
the supplies either before you bring home the
puppy or just as you get him.
There are various brands of puppy foods that
you can choose from, but your best bet is to
avoid foods that have too much fat. Three leading brands that are recommended are:
Eukanuba (made by IAMS), IAMS, and
Science Diet. These brands are highly
digestible and have the necessary nutrition that
will get your puppy off to a good start in life.
Depending on what type of breed you own,
choose the variety of puppy food that applies
best: small breed, medium breed, or a large
breed puppy food.
For smaller breed puppies you may want to
mix the dry food with canned food and add a
little bit of water, making a mush. Under no circumstances should you give your puppy dairy
products or pork. I suggest staying away from
table food completely. Also, small breeds (such
as the Teacup Yorkshire Terrier) tend to get
hyperactive. In this case, you can just give them
some maple syrup three to four times a day.
You will also need to purchase vitamins for
your puppy. For small breeds, try using NutriCal; for larger breeds try Pet Tabs. These vitamins aid in digestion, help enhance appetite
and also makes the puppy’s coat shiny.
There are a large array of various puppy
bowls, from plastic to ceramics, with cute
designs and shapes. But you have to be practical; the best types of bowls are stainless steel.
They don’t trap germs like plastic bowls, don’t

Will AOL Time
Warner Rebound?
By AHMED DOUGHRI

Located at 112 Avenue A on the corner of 7th Street, Niagara offers a guaranteed fun for
those with a sophisticated streak. (Photo/ www.google.com)

al and emotional retard.
Aside from the obviously cheesy and crude
pickups at Niagara are relatively simple and
straightforward ones; “game” is not a necessity.
Your game consists essentially of being able to

hold a conversation and not coming off entirely too pretentious. If you’re looking for a good
time without all of the hassle of dressing up for
some over-priced overrated club, check out
Niagara.

Keep Your Puppy Healthy and Happy With These Tips
By LENA SHAROVA
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trap odors, and they are very easy to clan. There
should be two separate bowls, one for water
and one for food. Also, choose a place for the
bowls (you don’t want to keep your puppy
guessing where his next meal will be). The best
place is the kitchen; you can keep the puppy
food there as well. For the food to be kept fresh
and to keep any unwanted guests out, use a
metal container with a lid.
Another important thing to purchase is an
identification tag, with the puppy’s name, your
name, address, and telephone number. You can
purchase this at a pet store or a veterinarian’s
office. When purchasing a collar choose from
two types: nylon or leather. Try it on your
puppy; if you can squeeze two fingers between
his neck and the collar, it’s the perfect size.
While the puppy is young, you should buy a
kennel where the puppy can stay when you’re
not at home, and a bed to sleep on while you are
home. In either case you will need to keep him
in a small area when you’re not home. This way
he won’t injure himself and will not make your
home his bathroom. You can buy a baby door
and keep the puppy isolated from the house,
keep his kennel open with a towel inside and a
few of his toys. Outside the kennel, you can put
some newspapers or “Wee Wee Pads.” This
way he can use the bathroom and go back into
his kennel to sleep. Puppies will sleep most of
the day, waking up to play, eat, or use the bathroom. So, you can also keep his water and food
dishes by the kennel as well.
When your puppy is ready to go outside (usually after his second set of booster shots), take
him out within 15 minutes after each meal.
Bring newspapers with you, just to show him
that he has to go to the bathroom outside. Do
not punish him when he has an accident and
urinates where he is not allowed. Remember he

Advice from our pet expert will make sure your puppies grow up to be strong, healthy and
happy. (Photo/ www.google.com)

is still small and has to many things to learn.
Instead, when he accomplishes something,
praise him, give him a treat or a pet. If an accident does occur, use a stain remover specifically designed for puppies and kittens. The one
brand that works very well is Nature’s Miracle:
Stain and Odor Remover. If you use a product
that is intended for something else, then the
puppy will continue to urinate in the same spot.
You will need to get a brush, either bristle or
rubber (depending on your puppy’s coat),
puppy shampoo, and dental hygiene care. It is
flea and tick season, so stock up on parasite
deterrents. There are many different approaches to fleas and ticks, from collars, shampoos, to
powders, but the best method is to prevent these
little critters from attaching on in the first place.
You can get a product called Frontline at your
veterinarian’s office, which will prevent fleas
and ticks from attacking your puppy.
When a puppy is eight weeks old he is
teething and will chew anything in site. You
need to set specific rules for this purpose.
Never give a puppy your old shoes, as they
cannot tell the difference between the items you
give them and those you don’t want the puppy
to touch. Instead, get him as many toys as possible; rope toys, rawhides, balls, and nylon
bones are the best for the puppy. Puppies may
be a bit too young for squeaky toys, and the
parts that squeak are dangerous if swallowed. If
you choose to get nylon bones, try placing them
in your refrigerator for a couple of hours, so
when the puppy chews on it, it will soothe its
teething gums.
Now, prepare your house for the new member of the family. Put away household chemicals, plants, and objects that are easily breakable. Moreover, try to pin up any electrical
chords, which puppies may easily access and
chew when they have the urge.
When you bring home your new puppy, try
to spend the first few whole days with him, to
allow him to get used to you and his new environment. However, during these few days, try
not to invite too many people over because the
puppy is still nervous and scared. Keeping the
household quiet will be better for him.
When deciding on a name for the puppy, try
to use a short but distinctive name, so the puppy
won’t get confused with commands such as
“No” or “Sit.”
New York requires owners to register their
dogs. You can obtain an application for a dog
license at a veterinarian’s office. The cost of a
license is about $11.
Good luck with your new pet!

Going back a few years ago, Wall Street anticipated a huge event -- the biggest merger in the
history of corporate america, and arguably in all
of history was about to take place. The deal was
estimated at $106 billion, and due to some antitrust worries, the decision from the Federal
Communications Commission was anxiously
waited for. In January 2001, and by a close
decision of three-to-two the FCC allowed
America Online Inc. to acquire Time Warner,
forming a huge media company with assets
worth more than $250 billion. That conglomerate was named AOL Time Warner, with AOL as
its ticker symbol.
As time went by, the anticipation increasingly transformed into a huge deception. For the
Wall Street community the merger turned out to
be one big failure. Furthermore, investors lost
huge amounts of value. America Online Inc.,
once a relatively safe and good investment
quickly lost those characteristics when it
became a part of the new company. AOL accumulated heavy losses one quarter after another,
and by the end of 2002, it reported a record loss
of $99 billion for the year. Furthermore, the
company had also to deal with allegations of
improper accounting practices.
Of course, with the disappointing performance of the new company, the first heads to fall
were those of the merger pioneers. Steve Case
(former CEO of America Online), Gerald Levin
(former CEO of Time Warner), and others
stepped down, when stockholders saw their
investment quickly losing its value. AOL’s
share traded at around $71 the first day of the
merger. In July 2002 the stock traded below $9,
representing an 88 percent loss of its value.
But that is all in the past. At least that’s what
Richard Parsons, the new AOL executive team
leader wants to think. After all, they may be
right. The pioneers of the merger envisioned
that the consumers of both companies would
enjoy the benefits of the other. For example,
America Online subscribers would be able to
watch CNN live, watch movies or listen to
music produced by Time Warner, and read Time
magazine without venturing away from their
computers. Similarly, Time Warner would have
potential customers for its various products
drawn from the 30 million subscribers that the
internet service provider had then. However,
the framers of the merger seem to have forgotten something crucial. Technology at that time
was not favorable to their vision. Computers
were slow and internet connections were nerve
wrecking; it was simply impossible to watch
movies, or even listen to internet music in a
smooth manner.
Today, however, technology is no longer a
hurdle to that vision. With DSL and cable connections available in more American households, the merger may finally find a profitable
path. For AOL executives and the analysts, the
main challenge for the company is to win back
the many customers its internet provider branch
has lost over the years. Furthermore, it needs to
distance itself from its troubled past, and for
that the company is already considering changing its symbol, probably to TWX. in a bid to
appeal to more investors. Recently, AOL Time
Warner has been gaining back some color. Its
stock traded at around $16, and its revenues for
the six month period ending June 30, 2003 rose
by six percent to $20.82 billion.
However, only time will tell if AOL’s executives find their way back to profitability or not.

Former of AOL Steve Case pictured above.
(Photo/ www.google.com)
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When you walk around the Baruch College
campus and see a National Association of Black
Accountants, Inc. meeting flyer on the wall,
you might gather the impression that if you are
not Black and not an accounting major, then
you have no reason to become involved with
NABA. However, one does not have to be
Black and an accounting major in order to
become an active member of NABA.
NABA came into existence in 1969. The
founders were nine African-American accountants who wanted to unite minority accountants
in order to overcome obstacles within their profession due to their ethnicity. Today, NABA
has well over 5,000 professional and student
members and over 160 chapters nationwide.
NABA continuously develops professionalism throughout its members by intensifying
strengths and strengthening weaknesses. In the
student chapters, technical sessions are hosted
either by NABA professionals or affiliates of
the organization. These sessions include:
resume writing, dressing for success, improving
networking skills, and dining etiquette, just to
name a few.
Additionally, NABA members participate in
volunteer activities such as the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program (VITA), Race
For The Cure and the Sickle Cell Walk.
Ultimately the members of NABA follow the
motto: “Lifting as we climb,” which speaks for
itself. As our members advance in their careers,
they make it their obligation to give back to
those that helped them by helping others to
advance.
Providing direction, leadership and mentorship in an environment where at a minimum
members become encouraged to do their best as
a student and as a professional is just one of the
ways NABA members give back to the organization that has paved the way for them.
Many people are unaware that very few
schools have as diverse of a student body as
Baruch College. Therefore, the executive officers of the NABA Baruch College chapter have
taken on the challenge of becoming the most
diverse NABA chapter, in addition to the most
diverse student organization in Baruch College.
NABA welcomes students of all backgrounds,
ethnicities and majors. In fact, keep an eye out
for the “Anyone Can Join NABA,” flyers currently being posted around the campus.
From October 2 to October 5, the members of
the NABA Baruch College chapter will be
attending the 2003 Eastern Region Student
Conference in Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. At this
event the Baruch chapter will join other New
York student chapters as well as some from
Washington D.C.
There will be numerous technical sessions as
well as opportunities to network with professionals from “Big 4” firms, midsize accounting
firms and other Fortune 500 companies.
This is the largest event of the year for NABA
students. It is not too late to register for this
year’s conference, but you have to be a NABA
student member in order to attend. For more
information about the conference, you can
speak with any of the NABA executive officers,
or you can visit http://www.nabaer.org.
If you who would like to find out more about
NABA, you are welcome to attend any of their
meetings. They are held on Thursdays during
club hours from 12:40 to 2:30 p.m. Evening
meetings are also held once a month to accommodate those who work during the day.
The first evening meeting will be held on
Friday, September 26 from 6 to 8p.m. (location
TBA). NABA has also recently launched a
website which provides more information about
the organization and the Baruch chapter. Feel
free to visit their site at http://www.naba
baruch.org.
For those of you who might be interested in
becoming involved in NABA, here is a small
perk to get you moving: the first five students
to join NABA and sign up on a volunteer committee will receive their first year’s membership
free of charge. Therefore, I encourage you to
seize this opportunity. Make the fist move and
find out if NABA is for you.

USG Report
Tuesday September 16
President’s Report
President Adrian Lovell reported that last
Thursday’s USG retreat was a success. USG
has developed a platform for goals to accomplish this semester. The newly restructured student activity fee was supposed to go in effect
this semester but there was a problem collecting the new fee from approximately 3,000 parttime students who were paid the old, lower fee.
Thus, less funds were collected by the Registrar
and Bursar than expected which affects club
budgets and appeals. Anthony Battle was voted
in as USG treasurer as Tisha Teague stepped
down. Teague was then voted into one of three
vacant lower senator spots. Open in-house elections will be held on September 30, during the
USG meeting for the two vacant spots.
Vice President’s Report
A formal offer has been made to the Pakistani
embassy asking them to cover incidental costs
for the intended visit from President Musharraf.
Rental costs of $5,000 will be waived.
Treasurer’s Report
A motion was passed to pay a $200 Staples bill
that was from the last fiscal year.
Campus Affairs
Upper Senator Erica Soto reported that a
Halloween Party is in the works. It will probably be held in the gym during club hours. It will
feature a DJ battle and will be co-sponsored by
WBMB. A club round table forum is also in the
works.

Academic Affairs
USG wants to have delegates representing the
three schools in Baruch. $1000 has been allocated to the Book Reserve program in the
library. USG wants to promote a campus
atmosphere but it is hindered by the fact that
administration is giving them a hard time about
reserving rooms.
Legislative Affairs
Professor Tsaganea did not show up for his
scheduled meeting with members of the USG.
Therefore USG has decided no to proceed on
his matter until they get more details about his
situation.
Evening and Part-Time Affairs
Upper Senator Larisa Rangini reported that she
wants to bring back career night.
Appeals
Lower Senator Victor Law reported that
appeals will be accepted from clubs. The deadline for appeals will be October 3.
Finance
Lower Senator Liliana Chang wrote a memo to
clubs who did not submit a budget with USG.
New Business
The USG website has not been updated. The
problems with the multipurpose room have still
not been fixed. CUNY Chancellor Matthew
Goldstein appropriated $50,000 just for that
purpose, but there has been no progress. Free
lawyer services will be back at Baruch and fully
funded by the USG starting on Tuesday,
September 23.

Calendar
Here are club event listings for the week spanning from September 22 - September 28. If you
like to be listed for free in our upcoming issue
which comes out on September 29, please
send your event information along with contact info to tickercalendar@hotmail.com.
Listings for the next issue should span the
dates from September 9 - October 5.

thursday
September 25, 2003
Event: Visiting CUNY Law Dean
Sponsored By: Pre-law Society and USG
Time: 12:45-2:30 PM (club hours)
Location: VC 8-155
Event: Finance and Economics Society
Presents Morgan Stanley
Sponsored By: Fin. & Eco. Society
Time: 12:30-2:30 PM (club hours)
Location: VC 12-145
*Exclusive internship opportunities available.
Bring your resume.

Meningitis Information
Please check your Baruch webmail to print a copy of
your form. Fill it out and drop it off at the Medical
Records Office. Form must be submitted by
October 1, 2003 or you will be dropped from your
classes until the form is submitted.
If you haven’t done the above by now you are
one of the following:
Stupid
Ignorant
Nonchalant
Not a student

Otherwise enjoy these symptoms . . .

Vomiting

Fever

Headache

Stiff neck

Light aversion

Drowsiness

Joint pain

Fitting

This message was made possible by The Ticker
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Subway Stalker Story
PHILLIP GONG
Baruch students who live in Queens know
what I am talking about. The F train to the 6
train is the path many Northern Queens residents take to get to Baruch. There are a few
others who take the same route. There is only
one girl who seems to take the same trains as
myself. I live right by the Parsons Boulevard
stop on the F line. This is the first train I take.
Recently, every time I hopped onto the first
car of the F train at Parsons Boulevard, I see
her. When I reach Union Turnpike, I get off the
train and transfer to the E train at this stop. At
Union, I have always entered the E through the
second door of the first car. That is right, you
guessed it. The mystery girl goes through the
same doors as I do.
While on the train, I keep an eye out for any
girls that may catch my attention. No, I am not
a pervert, girls, so you can stop thinking that. It
is natural for a guy to be attracted to a pretty
face. Following this premise, I will let you
know that this mystery girl, who seems to be
showing up wherever I go, is somewhat striking, and I do catch a glance of her once in
awhile amidst crowded faces.
One time, I caught her looking at me and I
think I overheard her say to her friend something to the effect of, there’s that guy who is
following me. My initial reaction was “You
gots to be jokin; you the one who is following
me lady. I turn around and one second later, I
see her stopping right in front of me. I just
shook my head thinking how did she catch up
to me so fast? It’s official I have a stalker. Even
though my stalker is attractive and has amazingly smooth skin, she is still a stalker nonetheless.

Later on I calmed down and reflected on what
had happened those past few mornings. I came
to the conclusion that this mystery girl is not a
stalker after all.
Although I do not like it when someone else
believes I am their stalker, which is how this
mystery girl is thinking of me, I will not let it
bother me nor deter me from my normal route
to school everyday. It doesn’t matter what she
thinks of me.
Perhaps, from her point of view, she will one
day realize that this Chinese guy always bumps
into me because he has class at the same times
as me and he knows how to get to class on time
like I do. He’s not really following me; it’s all
one big coincidence.
Every Baruch student who uses mass transportation can relate to my little anecdote. This
is just a lesson on being realistic and practical.
Traveling to school four-five days a week for
nine months of the year is a repetitive process.
It involves taking the same trains, walking the
same routes and of course seeing the same
“strange,” people on your way to school.
Do not be disturbed if you see the same person all the time; it is all part of the repetitive
commute to school process. They are not your
stalker and don’t even begin to think he/she is
following you because you’re hot. Maybe you
can even get to know the people that you see
everyday on the train, but then again all the
wrong signals could be sent to the other person
if you say the wrong things to them or approach
them in an awkward manner. That is the danger. It is also too bad that I’m shy…

My Enemy, The Stranger
CHRIS JACOB
In a time of increased tensions in our global
society, imminent war is seen as an ever present
reality. While this may be the case, it is prevalent for societies around the world to ask the
daunting questions. Who is really the enemy?
Who are we really hurting with war?
These questions are for the most part neglected throughout the civilized world as ego and/or
politics seem to have been put on a grander
scale than human life. Logic would dictate that
soldiers in the battlefield, not the leaders of the
warring governments face the full and immediate repercussions of military action.
Some say that our leaders are “naive” or “war
mongrels.” While others see them as “defenders of freedom,” and “genuinely republican.”
My intention is not to take a stab at our leaders
or defend their actions, but merely to present to
you, my fellow Baruchians, another aspect to
this argument.
I figure that the soldier who takes a bullet to
the shoulder or has an RPG (rocket propelled
grenade) round explode near their Hum- V, has
a bit more in stake then persons sitting behind

a chair in Washington.
War or the “glory of war,” has been romanticized throughout history. From tales of chivalrous men dying in battle, to stories of stronger
“righteous,” nations overthrowing rogue governments, war has been deemed justifiable and
honorable. This being said, there exists another
undesired and much overlooked truth of war. In
war, it turns out that “one man’s enemy is
another man’s kin (father, mother, brother, sister).
War separates families and separates humanity as a whole. Human beings are notorious for
causing unwarranted destruction. The rain forest comes to mind, as well as the countless
numbers of lives lost in the different conflicts
in our history. Isn’t peace what we should strive
for?
Maybe our administration has a solid explanation for our aggression across the Atlantic.
Reasons are given, and frankly my concern is
not with the act of war, but its effect on regular
men and women whose only crime/ action was
swearing to protect their country.

No Community at Baruch:
Cultural Problem?
AYITE AJAVON
First and foremost, I want to welcome back
all the Baruch Students, but most importantly
the freshman class of 2007, and I want to especially give it up to the senior class of 2004. I am
one of them and I am on my way out after my
four and a half year journey in this school.
However, I think I will leave this school without a sense of Baruch “pride,” if such a thing
even exists.
I know of many seniors that graduated last
June that could not care less about the school,
saying: “I cannot wait to be out of here!” Now
I do understand that after four years of dedication and thousands of hours sacrificed to studies, it is normal for a student to be eager to finish. However, Baruch students seem to dread
the time they have remaining regardless of their
graduation date.
We sound as if we had no fun, made no
friendships and the only positive thing that we
got or will get from the school is the official
looking paper that stipulates that we have a
degree.
Now before you get bored with this article, let
me make my point. How about we create a
sense of belonging, a sense of community in
our school? How do we go about establishing
that?
There are so many things that we can do but
let us start with the basics. How about courtesy? One thing that strikes and disgusts me in
particular is our inability to greet each other!
How expensive or hard is it to say: “Hi” to your
classmates or a fellow student that you have
met in other circumstances?
I used to work at the Student Academics
Consulting Center (SACC). As a Math tutor, I
have helped many students that were struggling
with math. But when I met them in hallways,
they saw me, turned their eyes the other way
and walked past me as if they never met me
before.
I do not think that this is the way we have
been taught to act by those who raised us. A
year ago I was taking a speech class, and there
was a girl in the class that thought I had an attitude and a big head. She thought that because
she had seen me before at the Tutoring Center
and probably did not like my approach. But
when I gave a quick introductory speech urging
my classmates to greet each other in and outside of class, she later admitted to me that it
was a big surprise.
Let us stop thinking that we are not interesting people and realize that there are a lot of
smart, fun, and friendly people in our school.
Why wait until you meet your classmates at a
party, in a coffee shop, or at a bar to realize that
they are indeed interesting when you could
have realized that in school?
I am proud to say that my classmates and I all
greeted each other at all times and I still take a
minute to chat with some of them when I see
them. I believe that saying “Hi,” to each other
can erase unfounded negative perceptions that
individuals have about one another, and open
up a door to dialogue.
Do not forget one thing Baruch students: college is not only about getting an “education.” I
have read people mention several times in The
Ticker that they came to school to get an education, and not to make friends. It is sad that
people think that way, but others like me who
do not share that belief, know that there is so
much more to gain besides an “education.”
By the way, what do you people consider an
education? Isn’t the ability and the manner in
which you communicate with people a part of a
college education? I will give another example
of how we Baruch Students behave.
I attended a corporate presentation hosted by

a financial institution and I noticed how kids
from other schools were introducing themselves to me, and asking me questions about
my background and what I do. Most Baruch
students just sat there took notes, got recruiters’
business cards and were gone. This is the contrast between students in other schools and us.
And it is a contrast of culture when it comes
to interacting with people. We are very stuck up
and we need to relax and be more outgoing.
Believe me it pays off. I am sorry to put everyone in the same bag but we have been generalizing things since I do not know when and it is
not going to change. Even though it is unfair,
the behavior of the mass is used many times to
identify a population.
It is very important that I mention that I am
not saying that I have never behaved in the
same ways that I am denouncing here, I have!
It’s just that I feel like I got contaminated,
thinking: “Well since nobody seems to care
about saying hello or anything at all unless I
have something they need, why should I care?”
This way of thinking is not good; it is as bad
as yellow fever and spreads among us at an
alarming rate. We need to stop passing that disease to the next fellow, in this case the freshmen. They are the future of this school and I
still feel like I can contribute to changing the
culture in this school by talking to everybody
that needs to know something.
As a matter of fact on September 2, I overheard two students talking on the fifth floor and
I struck up a conversation with them. They
found out I was a senior majoring in Finance,
and I found out they were freshmen interested
in making a career in Marketing.
They asked me a few questions and I ended
up telling them about how if they really wanted to make $50,000 dollars coming out of
school they could forget about Marketing as a
major. That is unless they accepted the fact that
they will not be making close to that amount
and they are fine with it. Please people we need
to share our knowledge. Knowledge and information are very powerful, but they are an
absolute waste when they are not being transferred or shared.
I believe we are all (well maybe not all) good,
interesting people outside of school. Then why
not show that side of us in school? It costs
nothing to say good morning, or say hi to classmates. As a matter of fact I am sure that a lot of
us have been thought to do otherwise. It is a
way of life.
Oh, one more thing, NETWORK, get to know
people in school, they might hook you up with
an interview, a job, a girlfriend/boyfriend or it
might lead to a friendship, who knows?
If you feel like you can relate in any way to
my article, then do something about it besides
just thinking: “Gee, this is so true, he has got a
point here.” Enough of these opportunistic relationships that we maintain with people, let’s
stop being the opportunist and let’s imagine
that we interact with people for reasons other
than: “ I need your homework or can I get your
class notes?”
Maybe doing those two simple things will
lead us on the path of creating a sense of community that is definitely lacking at Baruch. Had
someone told me everything I know today
when I was a clueless freshman I believe my
college experience would have been so much
better on both academic and personal levels.
Nevertheless I enjoyed my experience, I have
learned so much about life in four and a half
years, and I met some great people, but it could
have been better. Hopefully it will be a better
experience for today’s freshmen.

Ticking Question:
Do you feel there is no school pride in Baruch?
Do you feel that USG is responsible for this?
Do you even care?
Please send your responses to the Op-Ed editor at Beni720@aol.com
BOOK EXCHANGE
The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff. The Ticker accepts only
typewritten and signed opinion pieces of no more than 750 words from Baruch College students. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board vote. Letters
must be no more that 350 words, typewritten and signed. Unsigned letters will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Writers
should provide day and evening telephone numbers. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Eds editor.
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The Baruch College News Office is looking for a
student assistant.
20 Hrs. a week. Flexible Schedule.
Must have good computer and communications skills.
$12 per hour.
Fax resumes to (212) 802-2847 or
E-mail: zane_berzins@baruch.cuny.edu
Terrific job for the right person.
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Dummy, An Intelligent Movie
By KEMAL YILDIZ
Could you imagine what it would be like to
be nearly 30, dreaming of being a ventriloquist,
yet stuck with a dead end job and still living
with your parents? For some of you this may
be a comical relief and a step into the life of an
ordinary “loser.” Ladies and gentleman, welcome to Steven Schoichet’s world. Artisan’s
Dummy is a comedy about family, friendship
and romance as well as finding a voice and trying to accomplish a dream. Hey, don’t laugh! A
dream is a dream.
Living at home with his lunatic Jewish family, socially retarded Steven (Adrian Brody,
Academy Award winner for The Pianist) is a
wimpy, soft-spoken halfwit who devotes all his
time to becoming a working ventriloquist. He
keeps constant company with his newly purchased wooden friend and deals with issues of
self-loathing while clumsily practicing his
routine.
His parents barely mind him any attention,
and dismiss the idea of him having a “doll.” His
mother, Fern (Jessica Walter, Slums of Beverly
Hills) is only concerned about Steven eating
something. Meanwhile his father, Lou (Ron
Leibman, Tony Award winner for “Angel’s in
America”) only thinks of his model ships.
Steven’s sister, Heidi (Illeana Douglas, Grace
of My Heart) recently broke off her engagement to Michael (Jared Harris, Happiness) who
she describes as a “psycho” accountant, and
runs her emotional life as a wedding planner.
Steven’s only support is his neighbor and best
friend, Fanny (Milla Jovovich, Resident Evil) a
punked-out wannabe singer with no direction,

Steven (Adrian Brody) and the dummy (Dummy) are delivering words of wisdom to Heidi
(Illeana Douglas). (Photo/ www.cinema.com)

no future with a huge temper.
The film begins with Steven leaving his job
to pursue a career in ventriloquism. He soon
falls for his career counselor at the unemployment office, Lorena (Vera Farmiga, Fifteen
Minutes). Lorena confides in Steven about a
traumatic traffic accident to which Steven
replies: “I always look both ways when I cross
the street.”
Then, there’s the dummy that is nameless
because he doesn’t like any of the names
Steven chooses for him. There’s more to
Dummy than just ventriloquism, however. The
dummy in Dummy is the inner voice in Steven.

Long Live, The Queen
of Hip Hop

It represents the inner voice in all of us, the
voice who isn’t afraid to stand up and say
what’s on our mind, the voice who isn’t afraid
to let us know how stupid we sometimes look
and that inner voice who tells us when we had
an opportunity that comes once in a lifetime.
Ladies and gentleman, welcome to the
dummy’s world. Unemployment leads to love,
a no-future rock band learns Yiddish and a
depressed wedding planner finds hope. I ask
you, how could a dummy be such a genius?
Dummy is a brilliantly mastered comedy written and directed by Greg Pritikin. The inspiration of the film came from his friend who he

A Revolution Smile
in Rock ‘n Roll
By CHRISTOPHER HOLMES

Mary J. Blige has been on the hip hop scene for over a decade and still hasn’t fallen off.
(Photo/ Rolling Stone)

By ZANETA REID
The queen of “Hip-Hop Soul,” Mary J. Blige
has returned once again to reign on her seventh
studio album. The new album, entitled love &
life is a stepping stone for Blige for many reasons. The queen is reunited with the man that
brought her into the mainstream world of success, Sean “P. Diddy” Combs. His influence in
the production of Blige’s album offers a fresh
sound that listeners have not heard since her
1992 collaboration on album What’s the 411.
But the momentous duo has come together
again, and this album is sure to go down in
music history for many years to come.
What makes Blige such a dynamic songstress
is not her catchy, pulsating rhythms, or even her
sultry, commanding voice, but rather her realness. Blige sings with an intensity and genuineness that causes the listener to be invigorated by her mere words. For a singer that has
been around for over ten years, Blige never
ceases to amaze her fans. She has been through
much turmoil and hardship in her life, but like
a true survivor, Blige comes out on top and
delivers love & life with pure strength.
Each song on the 18 track album is just a
reminder of how far Mary J. Blige has come.
Even with Combs producing almost the entire
album, Blige still had much influence in the
development of the album. She co-wrote 17 of
the 18 tracks, as well as executively produced
the album. As if the powerful tracks on the

album were not enough, love & life is also
packed with appearances from many wellknown artists such as Eve and Method Man.
All of the tracks on Blige’s new album are
remarkable and deserve honorable mention, but
a few tracks seem to exceed others. Listen to
her whole album if you have the time, but if
not, these songs should be given first priority:
“Not Today (featuring Eve),” “Ooh!” “Love at
First Sight (featuring Method Man),” “Willing
& Waiting,” “Friends,” “Press On,” and “Feel
Like Makin Love.” Amongst those tracks,
“Friends,” embodies the entire album. It is a
slow, mesmerizing song. Blige’s vocals on this
track are simply stunning. She delivers her signature powerful, edgy voice and forces you to
absorb every single word that flows from her
mouth. This song is truly the heart of the album
(and my personal favorite).
Blige is a pioneer in the fusion of hip-hop and
R&B music. Her tenderness in all of her work
is evident, and it makes you respect Blige not
only as an artist, but also as a person. Blige
pulled herself out of despair and rose to become
a better person, who sings about her life and
how others have influenced her. If you are a
Blige fan, then you must not miss the chance of
owning a piece of musical history. Even if you
are not a fan of Blige, it’s amazing to see that
good, soulful music still exist in the industry.
Blige’s album is not just another work, but a
piece of the artist, something that we are not
lucky enough to have everyday.

describes as “an amateur ventriloquist, and he’s
the worst ventriloquist you’ll ever see. I
thought, what happens when somebody who is
socially awkward finally finds an outlet for his
personality, only it is through a dummy. He
finds the right outlet for his inner voice”
“The young man who has difficulty coming
out of his shell and turns to the dummy for help
struck me as an original idea,” said Producer
Richard Temtchine. “I also admired the fact
that there was room for so many different emotions amongst the different characters, such a
range of feelings. The whole spectrums of
characters were so carefully drawn out and
explored.”
Dummy is an altogether funny movie involving the fumbled calamity of Steven’s friends
and family with impressive sarcasm from his
lap friend. The film unfolds into a masterpiece
as the characters one by one begin to fulfill
their dreams and find restitution with their
accomplishments.
The collection of unrealized ambitions within an absurdly comic settings illustrate how
serious we take our lives, and how our inner
voice(s) go unrecognized. Steven’s sister,
Heidi, tries to be a successful wedding planner,
but her only client is a Jewish princess with no
taste and a weight issue. Fannie is dying to
become a punk-rock star, but dives into an
unbelievable alternative when it becomes
available.
Unique and comically entertaining, Dummy
makes the viewers realize that there is work to
be done, but can only be achieved by diving
within us to find that inner voice, err, or in
Steven’s case, that special dummy.

Shaun Lopez’s big break came when he
turned down one of the biggest names in the
rock industry. Ask any musician if they would
take the offer Lopez got; they wouldn’t hesitate
to tell you they would jump at it in a heartbeat.
As the former guitarist for “Far,” a band based
in the Sacramento hardcore circle, Lopez has
the goods and the attitude that many guitarist
aspire to have. In fact, he was so good at what
he did he got an offer from Limp Bizkit, the
band you either love or hate, to take over as
their guitarist. Shaun Lopez decided to turn
Fred Durst down because he was already working on another project called “The Revolution
Smile.” Lopez’s dedication to his new project
combined with his very adamant “no” to Limp
Bizkit’s guitar slot intrigued Fred Durst to the
point where he wanted a demo tape from “The
Revolution Smile.” After listening to just one
track, Durst extended an offer to put Lopez on
his record label, Flawless.
So, what did Durst hear in The Revolution
Smile? Well, if you get their debut CD, “Above
The Noise” you will find out. “Above The
Noise” could be considered a typical rock CD but not exactly. It has it’s Drop-D repetitive
riffs played hard enough to scramble your
brains, and it also has the softer songs that will
make you want to sway from side to side with
your lighter lit and held high in the air.
The Revolution Smile consists of Shaun
Lopez as their vocalist and guitarist, Tim
McCord on guitar, Octavio Gallardo on bass,
and Jeremy White on drums. The band has a
very unique sound and is hard to compare them
to anyone. Alterative Press Magazine, Inc., in
their June 2003 issue said, “…the band recall
the density of legends such as Nirvana and
Helmet, while emphasizing both texture and
atmosphere.”
It wasn’t easy for Lopez to make the transition from guitarist to front man. “It was hard at
first, and not only technically learning to play
and sing at the same time,” he told The News
Star, “It was just hard to front a band, being the
focus, of attention. It was definitely a challenge.” It was a challenge that Lopez seems to
have conquered. He did a great job in “Above

The Noise” and it didn’t seem like he struggled.
The Revolution Smile is signed under
Flawless, and with the good comes the bad.
Although they do have a contract and have put
out a CD already, there are drawbacks. Fred
Durst is hated throughout the rock world for
many reasons, mostly because many people
think he “sold out,” but that doesn’t mean he
wasn’t successful. Shaun Lopez knows that
with Flawless on his CD many people will put
it right back on the shelf. He mentioned in the
December 2002 issue of kerrang! “I don’t care
for Limp Bizkit at all, but you can’t deny that
Fred Durst’s a good businessman. We’re not
trying to be part of any nu-metal scene or pop
scene. We’re just going to make the record I’ve
always dreamed of making.”
All in all, The Revolution Smile has a unique
sound that is pleasing to the senses. At times,
the guitar riffs are repetitive, but the original
lyrics help to keep the songs fresh and therefore, the repetitive riffs don’t get boring. Lopez
is creative with a lyrical style all his own.
Many people liken them to the late, great Kurt
Cobain’s 90’s band Nirvana, and that is understandable. The Revolution Smile has a style
similar to Nirvana, but an attitude in their own
league. With the major music name of
“Flawless” behind them, and Shaun Lopez’s
originality, the revolution smile has the potential to become one of the more famous bands of
the new millennium.

Shaun Lopez turns down Limp Bizkit to start
his “Revolution (Photo/ Jeff Gordan)
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Classic Movie Review
Don’t Get it Bootlegged in Canal Street: Chinatown
BY ZANETA REID
Film lovers: consider yourself fortunate if you
were lucky enough to catch the week long
engagement of Roman Polanski’s Chinatown
shown at the Film Forum from August 8
through August 14. Starring Jack Nicholson
and Faye Dunaway, Chinatown is a modern day
film noir that examines the mystery and deception that occurs in Los Angeles one summer
during the 1930’s. A film noir can, literally, be
defined as a “black film,” meaning a movie that
is filled with corrupt figures, dark themes, and
the essential downfall of the main character.
Polanski takes this genre and utilizes it to full
capacity to create a masterpiece in his production of “Chinatown.”
Set in Los Angeles, California during the
1930’s, Chinatown initially revolves around
main character J. J. (Jake) Gittes played by Jack
Nicholson. Gittes is a private investigator that
specializes in probing the lives of married couples. In other words, he spies on a husband or
wife who is accused of infidelity and proves
indeed if they were unfaithful or not. After
observing in the opening scene the way Gittes
handles a man who has just been told that his
wife is cheating on him, the cool and icy exterior of our main character is unraveled. Gittes is
classy, bold and rarely hides his words. It seems
to be a normal day in the private investigation
office of Gittes, until a young woman requests
to meet him. The young woman presents herself as Evelyn Mulwray, wife of Hollis
Mulwray. Mrs. Mulwray believes that her husband is being unfaithful to her and hires Gittes
the cover the case. From this point on, the
movie tangles and takes a new life of its own.
Upon the course of the film, we find out that
the first young woman to present herself to
Gittes was indeed not the true Evelyn Mulwray.

The real Evelyn Mulwray, played by Faye
Dunaway, never hired Gittes to investigate her
husband. As Gittes delves further into his
investigation, he becomes unknowingly
involved in a scandal surrounding the waterways of Los Angeles headed by mogul Noah
Cross played by John Huston. After Hollis
Mulwray is mysteriously murdered, Gittes
finds himself involved in an intricate
murder/suicide story. To save the mere plot of
this film and avoid ruining the twists of such a
dramatic story, this is definitely a movie that
you have to see for yourself. Even though there
is a lot of controversy surrounding Polanski as

a director, his artistic genius in telling the story
of J.J. Gittes and Evenlyn Mulwray is simply
brilliant to say the least. Chinatown is a complex film that uses the world famous
Chinatown in California to embark on a
metaphorical journey into the unknown. Even
if you are not a film buff, this is a movie that
will cause your mind to wonder and start to
think past the generalities that are a part of
everyday life. And the famous last words of the
movie, “Forget it Jake. It’s Chinatown!” is the
perfect line to encapsulate the essence of the
movie.

The infamous “Chinatown” poster with the profile sketch of Jack Nicholson and the face of
Faye Dunaway in the background (Photo/ www.cyber-cinema.com)

A Mark, A Mission,
A Band, A Star
By MARCO RICHARDSON
The fourth album from the band whose cultlike following increases with every shared
download, Dashboard Confessional is an album
for all rock fans. The band took off in 2001 with
the album The Places You Have Come To Fear
The Most on the wings of the track “Screaming
Infidelities.” This band’s success is quite unexpected due to the fact that it started as a side
project for Chris Carraba during a difficult time
in his life.
The band has released it’s new album on
Vagrant Records and has debuted at number
eight on the Billboard Top 100 Charts. This
album seems to continue in almost the same
vein as their last, lyrically. Musically, it is much
more coherent due to producer Gil Norton (Foo
Fighters). The band “ups the ante,” with music
that can match the brilliant vividness of
Carrabba’s lyrics. The album, “A Mark, A
Mission, A Brand, A Scar,” starts off with a
blast of warm recollection on “Hands Down,” a
song about a first kiss. Carrabba’s vivid
imagery makes this song come to life. “Am I
Missing” has a chorus that is so poignant that it
makes you feel what Carrabba is saying even if
you don’t know what he is saying. Another
notable track is the exuberantly, exultant “If
You Can’t Leave It Be, Might As Well Make It
Bleed,” an ode to not being able to let go.
In addition to a superb album, A Mark has
been released with a limited edition DVD containing live performances from a solo tour.
After watching this DVD, it is not hard to see
why Dashboard has such a cult-like following.
Carrabba is so accessible, even on stage. He
connects with the fans in a way that many other
artists wish they can. The fans sing the lyrics to
every (and I mean EVERY) song, word for
word, with Carrabba.
A Mark is a great addition to any fan of skatepunk or emo, or any fan of good music.

Expressions
Revelation
Tonight I lie awake and I wish this poem to
her,
for my words are all I have left to give.
I gave my heart and she gave it back.
But the heart has reasons which reason knows
nothing of.
I don’t fault her, for fault is useless like an
angel without wings.
All I do is wait - for forgiveness, tenderness,
and her.
Only her.
For when the cold wind blows,
and the last of the rainbow shatters to the earth
- so does my love.
My soul that speaks with its eyes must also
kiss with only its gaze.
On my own, when I am by myself, is when I
can show my love for her.
With the comfort of my memories,
comes the sadness of my life.
I wish her to me today though wishes come true only in dreams - a
miracle I need.
But if all you do is dream, what separates reality from fantasy?
At night, while the world moves forward,
I lie awake with its weight on my back.
How could eyes, lips, heart and body turn turn to harsh stares, tainted thoughts, and
demonic emotion?
With love comes the power to heal...
I hate this time of night,
to late for what happened yesterday,
to early for tomorrow.
Time freezes,
and your left in the sorrow of past actions.

Left to believe that you love a women you can
never have or keep...
Maybe I made a fools gold for a fool.

... where do the shattered pieces lie?
I hope for a new beginning - a rebirth...
Tomorrow will come, but tonight I lie awake.

Now, when all the liquor from the bottle is finished,
and the crowd that serves as a distraction has
gone You are left with your thoughts and desires - I
cry to her.
Though I never get a response - I hope she
feels my tears.
I pray she knows inside herself that I am
regretful and remorseful for how things have
ended.
I love her - with all the depth of the deepest
sea.
But like water, her love towards me has evaporated and is ready to rain down to another lucky
man.
Me, I look for meaning in the smallest stare or
occasional glance.
At the closing of my eyes, I am brought back
to a time I knew so well In her arms, in her heart...
a look into her eyes...
a look into what I believed to be “forever.”

By J. Constantinos

Sometimes I wonder if she thinks of me if she hears a sad love song and a tear runs
down her face.
And if she does think - what does she remember of me?
Are the good times revisited or the bad?
When questions flicker like the light of fireflies
answers are never found.
When life and love have torn your heart apart

Just ... Heartbreaking
Running toward the 6 train,
Just to see the doors close on you
Rushing for the bus stop,
Just to see that yellow bus pass ahead of you
Reaching for that short #2 pencil,
Just to see it roll away from you
Writing an in-class English essay
Just to see that black ink run dry on you
Sneaking your favorite Yu-Gi-Oh cards into
class,
Just to have Mrs. Harris take them away from
you
Beating that elusive high score in “Snood,”
Just to see the addictive game crash on you
Heating a marshmallow over a fire,
Just to see it turn black right in front of you
Taking a shower,
Just to have the lights blackout on you
All those are pretty messed up kid, but can it
beat
Apologizing to your ex-girlfriend with all your
heart,
Just to hear her say “I hate you” or even worse
Sitting on the bench,
Just to see your ex smile at another man like
she used to
smile at you
I didn’t think so
By: Phillip Gong
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Determined Bearcats Grab Bearcats Sting Yellow Jackets and
Win Against SUNY Purchase Remain Perfect in Conference
By AHMED DOUGHRI
Following their last win against Yeshiva
University 3-0, the Baruch Bearcats added a
second straight win to their record which
improved to 2-1 for the season. This time, the
victim was the SUNY side of Purchase
College. The Bearcats scored twice to win the
game by a score of 2-1.
From the start, the Bearcats pushed and pressured their hosts. The Purchase College
Panthers made many mistakes, as they couldn’t
cope with the pressure that Baruch exercised.
They were playing their first game of the season, and their lack of homogeneity was apparent. The defense badly executed many of its
offside traps, which helped the Bearcats build
up confidence.
Baruch offensive midfielders kept creating
chances that often threatened the Panthers
goalie. Defensively, Baruch was led by the tireless Bimal Thapa and by the excellent freshman Tom Murdoch, who yet again had another
flawless game. In the left flank, Evis Damianos
had an excellent showing with his distinct tackles and ball recuperation skills.
The Baruch striking force, composed of
Youssef Azzam and Bogdan Radu, gave their
adversaries a miserable time. In fact, around
minute 15, Baruch scored the first goal of the
game. This goal was set up by a great pass
from Dima Kamenshik to the Bearcats’ top
goal scorer Youssef Azzam. After receiving the
pass, Azzam proceeded to leave his markers
behind, and then profited from a shaky reaction
by the Panthers goalkeeper to give Baruch an

early 1-0 lead in the matchup. This was
Azzam’s third personal goal in as many games.
The game stalled for the last 15 minutes of the
first half and, on occasion, Purchase created
offensive opportunities that threatened Bearcat
goalie, Peter Resumanis. While everyone
expected the first half to end with a 1-0
Bearcats lead, the Panthers surprisingly tied the
score a few minutes before the referee blew the
whistle to end the first half.
The second half was one to forget for SUNY
Purchase. Apart from a couple of breakaways,
the squad from Purchase seemed lifeless and
played uninspired soccer. The Bearcats did not
do substantially better either, despite dominating the possession in the midfield.
Nevertheless, Baruch was able to score the
winning goal of the game by defender Evis
Damianos. This was a much deserved goal for
the Baruch team captain who finished a dish
from Emrah Eritamay.
The Panthers fans, present by the dozens,
would have to wait for another year before hoping to see their team beat the Bearcats on their
home turf. In the previous season, the Bearcats
had made an incredible comeback in the last
minutes of the game to ultimately beat the
Panthers 3 -2.
At the end of the game, Bearcat coach Victor
“Bobby” Francis was not particularly happy
with his team’s performance and said he would
have preferred a “6 to 1 win.” Next stop for
“the white and blue” is a tough one, and will
feature their first CUNY adversary of the season, the York Cardinals.

Thoughts From the Editor
This Week’s Topic: New York Jets
By PHILLIP GONG
As we begin the 2003-2004 football season,
it has already begun to look grim for the New
York Jets. After last year’s run in the playoffs,
the Jets look poised to return to the playoffs
once again this year. Some overzealous Jet
fans were even excited at the prospect of possibly reaching the 2004 Super Bowl, but this
excitement quickly vanished on August 23,
2003.
In their traditional pre-season game versus
the New York Giants, the Jets lost their best
player from last season due to injury. Chad
Pennington has been heralded as the savior for
the New York Jets since last year, but how can
a team hope to make the playoffs if their savior
dislocated his left wrist and needed to have
seven pins inserted into his wrist, keeping him
confined to the sidelines for 12 very long
weeks? It looks like Pennington might not
even take a snap this season because of a crushing hit made, causing the young Jets quarterback to fall awkwardly on his left wrist.
Although the injury to Pennington has been a
serious setback to the Jets, his teammates along
with many of their fans are confident in backup
quarterback Vinny Testaverde. They point to
Testaverde’s 17 years of veteran leadership and
his impressive 40,000+ passing yards during

his long-lasting career as signs of hope for a
decent season. Yet, this is a reach. I love
Testaverde and the tenacity he brings to the Jets
offense, but the fact is the Jets are relying on a
quarterback who is past his prime and is prone
to throwing interceptions.
It would be great to see Testaverde go 10-2
during Pennington’s absence, but that projection is unrealistic especially since the Jets
would have to go an impossible 10-0 after their
abysmal 0-2 start. The Jets will be lucky if they
have a 6-6 record without Pennington playing
in the toughest division in the NFL.
I don’t want to make it sound like the quarterback position is the only reason the Jets have
gone 0-2 so far; it is not all Testaverde’s fault.
The Jets have suffered from an ineffective
aging Curtis Martin and a weak run-stopping
Jets defense, which is hindered by an over-thehill linebacking core and undersized secondary.
The Jets need to get revitalized. They need
someone to pump up the whole team and get
the older players to play close to their prime.
They had someone like that last year, but where
is that leader now? Oh, that’s right. He’s on
the sideline and won’t be back until late in the
season. By that time, it will be a little too late
for Gang Green. (Note: I was referring to Chad
Pennington as the Jets “leader” in case you
haven’t been paying attention.)

Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule
Sport

When

Opponent

Where

Women's
Volleyball

Tue. 9/23 @ 6 P.M

Hunter College

Hunter

Men's
Soccer

Wed. 9/24 @ 4 P.M.
Sat. 9/27 @ 2 P.M.
Sun. 9/28 @ 2 P.M.

Medgar Evers College
Fairlegh Dickinson
Lycoming

Floyd Bennett
Metro Oval
Metro Oval

Women's
Tennis

Tue. 9/23 @ 4 P.M.
Brooklyn College
Fri. 9/26 @ 3:30 P.M. Lehman College

Women's
Sat. 9/27 @ Noon
Bard Invitational
Cross-Country Sun. 9/28 @ 10 A.M. NYC College of Tech.

NTC
Lehman Apex
Van Cortlandt
Van Cortlandt

Susan Wu (9) prepares to serve in a home game ending in vistory against the City Tech Yellow
Jackets. (Photo/ Carlye Waxman)

By AARON SIEGEL
The Baruch Bearcats didn't have their “A”
game against the New York City College of
Technology Yellow Jackets. Yet, the sub-par
performance by Baruch was still good enough
to put a sting into their CUNY Athletic
Conference rival from Brooklyn with a 3-0 victory.
Behind the dominant play of Bearcat Latishea
Pearson’s 19 kills, the Yellow Jackets were single-handedly dwarfed with a team total of 16
kills. Pearson also added 14 digs for the game.
“Except for the bad play, I played my game,”
said Pearson. “If we play a better game, I see
us winning it [CUNY Athletic Conference
Championship].”
Baruch took a powerful start in the match by
taking the first game 30-17 over City Tech.
Baruch began this game slowly, but came out
strong and completed the first game with a 41.3
percent success rate on kill opportunities.
In the second game, Baruch raised their game
up a notch and clobbered City Tech by a 30-9
score. Despite a 38.5 kill percentage, the
Yellow Jackets came out weak and were unable
to counter the Bearcat attack.
The Bearcats jumped out to a 21-14 lead in
the third set and then heavily struggled
throughout the remainder of the game to pull

out a victory. The Yellow Jackets made a run
late in the set and closed the Bearcats lead to
24-23. The remainder of the game was a seesaw battle with the Bearcats prevailing at the
end by a 30-26 score to sweep City Tech. The
Bearcats managed a 16.6 kill percentage for the
half.
Other notable performances for the Bearcats
included 22 assists, seven digs and three kills
by Safia Mian and eight digs by Susan Wu.
Al Hua Chang led City Tech (0-4, 0-3) with
nine kills and nine digs.
“We are coming together slowly,” said Coach
Krishna Dass. “It [the big early leads] gave us
the opportunity to play our bench players.”
With the win, the Bearcats raised their record
to 4-5 (3-0 CUNYAC) for the season. The
Bearcats also improved their perfect home
record to 5-0 in the past two years at their new
home, the ARC arena.
“We look very good against the rest of the
conference” said Dass. “I see us in the top
four.”
Despite the three game sweep, the performance against the weak program of City Tech
angered the coaching staff. As punishment for
the error riddled performance, Bearcats assistant coach Justin Stack ordered the team to
clean the floor on their hands and knees after
the game’s conclusion.

Women’s Cross-Country 2003
Season Preview
By PHILLIP GONG
The Baruch women’s cross-country team is
looking strong for this upcoming fall season.
Although half of the roster is brand new, Coach
William Eng believes his team will compete
well against Baruch’s main rivals in women’s
cross-country, Hunter and York College.
Despite not knowing what kind of changes
Hunter and York College have made to their
rosters, Coach Eng is confident and satisfied
with the new additions that have been made to
his own team. These new runners have not had
much experience running in college, however,
a few have participated in track-and-field during high school. Coach Eng feels that these
new additions to the squad will occupy the final
fourth and fifth spots in competition.
As for the returning members of the team,
Baruch will look toward senior Hana
Pechackova to lead the Baruch Bearcats once
again. Although this will be her last year running for Baruch, she will be looked upon by the
rest of her teammates as their number one

anchor because of her impressive credentials
which include being an outstanding marathon
runner and being the 2000 CUNYAC Women’s
Cross-Country Champion in. Yet, Baruch cannot rely solely on one player and expect to be
competitive against the rest of the CUNYAC
colleges.
In order for Baruch to win the 2003 Women’s
Cross-Country Championship, they must
achieve solid performances from the other
returning members of the team like Liz
Lushpenko and Jennifer Liriano. Liriano is
expected to be much improved this year. In
addition, expectations are high for Lushpenko
as she is expected to fill in at the number two
spot for the departing Fayella Cherubin.
“Liz is a very strong athlete,” praised her
coach. Coach Eng cited how she was the
Rookie of the Year for 2002 and also an accomplished swimmer, as evidence of her athleticism. The Baruch Women’s Cross-Country
team is poised to do well again this year as they
will look to sprint towards first place leaving
York and Hunter behind in their dust.
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The Trendsetter-Perfect Suit
By ZANETA REID

If you’re tired of seeing business people wear the same “uniform,” like black and gray suits, then you are
not alone. There are a few accessories for both men and women that will make any suit your own piece.

Ladies
Gone are the days when you had to wear a
plain, buttoned day skirt suit to the business
world. Today, various designers are creating
fun, functional, stylish suits that still perform
the job of being “professional” in the office. To
dress up your suit and make it more appealing
to the wearer, just use a few basic accessories.
Try a tuxedo cut jacket for a jazzier feel.
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Instead of your average pair of pumps, try a
pair of stiletto mules that draw attention to
shape of the shoe. If your office is lenient
enough, pair a black suit with a neck scarf for
an edgier feel. And of course a charm bracelet
goes a long way to feminize the masculinity of
a suit. And don’t forget about your bag or briefcase: a doctor inspired medicine bag is the new
functional look for any businesswoman.
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Gentlemen
Guys can add a few items to their suit to make
it more fashionable. Try pairing a suit with a
dress Henley if you can get away without
wearing a collared shirt. But if a collared shirt
is a must, fear not. There are a range of styles,
colors, and materials to satisfy any taste in
shirts. Dress shoes look best polished whether
they are loafers or lace-up. Go ahead and
wear a patterned tie with your suit. Patterns
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show your ability to match and display your
good taste. For your bag of choice, remember
one essential rule: no matter which bag you
wear, do not wear a messenger bag or a bag
that wraps across your back. The strap of
messenger bags leaves an awful crease if you
wear it over a suit jacket. It’s best to leave the
messenger bags out until winter, when a coat
stops the creasing of the suit jacket. A belt can
also go a long way; pick one that is leather
and not too flashy.
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